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Looking back, there is no doubt that the Rus-
sian played the superior game nor that he had
supertor luck (a 6.45 average dice roll compared 1o
6.93 Jor the Germanj. Together it proved an
unbeatable combination. In my opinion the Ger-
man owed his loss to his initial setup and the clum-
sy turns which resulted from it as the German was
Jorced to adjust to the unfavorable events caused
by the demise of his forward positions.

I sull believe that a strong concentrated
perimeter defense in the N5-R5-R8-P8 area 10 be
the best course for the German to Sfollow in
meeting his admittedly tough victory conditions.
The opposite extreme as illustrated by Mishcon’s
suggested setup s not without merit and may well
be the best course 1o pursue. Suchar’s problem was
that he tried to embrace both strategies., i.e., a_for-
ward defense coupled with beating feet 1o the rear.
The result was a piecemeal defense which fed itself
{0 the Russian juggernaut in handy bite-sized
pieces.

Considering the myriad of complex interlock-
tng variables in COI, 1 find it hard to criticize
etther plaver. The result was a highly interesting
and educational contest, aibeit a short one.
Mishcon's play might well earn a commendation
were 1t not for his hot dice which tended to hide his
Sine play. It is a pity the replay did not continue
JSurther so we could see the outcome of his planned
Close Assault on the MG-less STGs. As he points
out, the STGs are vulnerable 1o Close Assault but
the infantry would present an edsy bonus arget
and if hit at 3 hex range would be unable 10 close
Jor Close Assault that turn. Doubtless Jon was
prepared to sacrifice one while rushing both load-

ed tanks into play.

SERIES 100

CROSS OF IRON SCENARIO!

SERTES 10018 & pad of ten new seenarios tor
CROSS OF [RON printed on the same indey
stock and in the same stvle used tor both SQU 4D
[TEADERand CROSS OF IRON. These scenari
os were designed by COF plaviester Courtnes
Allen and plavtested by members of his Interest
Group San Francisco plavtest group. Afterwards,
they were retested by other regronal groups ot the
COf plavtest team most notablv Jon Misheon,
Joe Suchar. and John Kenower who contributed
greathy to thear hinal evolution. bor
dindaming the “design vour own™ approach. here
1s vour chance to expertence more CO/ scenarios
which have been tested tor balance and constitute
top quality plaving wds. Now s the chanee to
employ more  of special armaor units
provided with CO/which don’tsecaction many of
the otticial seenarios

L he ten scenarios comprising SERTES 100 are
titled as tollows: BLOCKING ACTION AL
FIPKE (1941 SEAMMING OF THE DOOR
(1941), BALD HILL (1941, THE PENEFIRA-
HHON OF ROSTOV (1942). NIGHT BATITLE
ATNOROMARYEVKA (1943). BEACHHEAD
AT OZFREYKA BAY (1943), DISASTER ON
THE DNIEPER LOOP (1943). BLOCK BUSIT-
ING IN BOKRUISK (1944), COUNITEFRAT-
TACK ON  THE VISTUL A (1944). THI
AGONY OF DOOM (1945)

SERIES 100w avalable by matl only from
Avalon Hill tor $4.00 plus usual postage charges

Maryland residents please add 560 state sales tax
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THE GENERAL

AMERICAN STRATEGY

In the second part of this sertes | stated that the
American commander (henceforth AC) should have
nerve. | ostll ching to that contention becatuse a
conservative AC who does not take risks will surely
while the BC with his numerncally and
quahtatively (at least temporarily) superior forces
can afford the luxury of plaving 1t safe to a certain
degree. Perhaps the word “nerve”™ does not
accurately deseribe the successtul AC as well as the
word “chut/pah™ does. Following the suggestions to
be given n this article will require a certain amount
of that. Now for the opening analvsis.

lose.

THE OPENING SITUATION

Actually. anvone who has read part [ will soon
see that this analysis is simplyv a mirror image of the
openming situation analysis i the previous article.
T'he ditference is. of course. that we are now seeing it
through American eyves.

CANADA: Not too many opuions for the American
here. Although the taking of Quebee would cause a
sertous delay to Briush planning by forcing theu
remforcements to come m at Halitax, the fact that
vour transport units are useless during the winter
makes an effective assault on Quebee impossible
(However, having the Amencans occupying Quebec
at the start might not be a bad idea for a vanant.)
For an eftective winter assault on Quebec, vou not
only need more supplies than the British. (whichvou
can get) but vou need an arullery umit (which vou
can't get. at least in time). Theretore, a wiser move
would be to attempt the control of Montreal in
order to deny control of the Middle States and or
New England area to the Brinsh, Simply bring up
the artitlery from Ticonderoga and your supply and
CA strength pomnt from Quebec and construct vour
tort. The trouble here s that vou had better bring up
a CA or two from Boston if vou don’t want to
automatically be fighting at a disadvantage against
British regulars. A more conservative move would
be to pull back into Ticonderoga and reinforce that
position. You would save an arullery unit, thus
\'h'cnglhcmng vour defensive position. However.
vou are not really forcing the BC to commt himselt:
he can ignore vour position. stay on the defense in
Canada. and send hisextratroops to where they can
do vou more harm. By tortifving and reinforcing
Montreal, vou force the BC to decide how much
material and men Canada s worth to lim. And i
vou do decide to stand in Montreal, reinforee it to
the point where the British remforcements in May
can get no better than 1-1. You cannot atford to use
more than 3 RM here because any more than that is
automatically removed at the next anterphase
Pheretore, any CA will have to come trom Boston,
which 1s where we go next,

NEW ENGLAND: You face virtually the same
problem as the BC in this area. Here vou have vour
greatest concentration of combat power anvwhere.
and vet at the same time vou are confronted by a
superior force i Boston, entrenched. supplied.
supported by artllery. and even furmished with
naval transport capable of moving the better part of
them out to sea! While it would be foothardy to
assault Boston, neither can vou aftord to send vour
entire army of regulars off to the South and leave
Canada to the whim and fancy of the BC. (Not to
mention New England)

Here is where the conservatve is separated from
the entreprencur. You can expect the British to send
up to 6 BR elsewhere by sea. A good way to throw a
monkev wrench in that s to start vour force

confronting the British in the same hex as his. What
this does 1s to penahize naval movement out of that
hex by 5 MP. 11 he is escorting his transport unit
with his battie ticet. he cannot threaten the Deep
South unul March. If he sends his battle tleet on a
“Tokvo Express”™ run. his force will arrnve in
segments. and vou can attack his unescorted
transport fleet with the Continental Navy and pray
tor a 6. In any event, 1t pays to sit on Boston at the
start. Move the Continental Navy otf the cast edge
of the board in February and look foran opening to
attack an unescorted transport tleet before having
to come back to base. If not. vour navy will have to
sit i port quite a bit. Which one. we will discuss
later,

Assuming that the BC has pulled 6 BR out of
Boston. this means that you can reduce your forees
contronting him as well. You will send from 4-6 CA
to Montreal, so that leaves vou 12-14 CAL About 2 3
of your remainder can pull buck to detend intenor
New England. while the rest head south to bolster
vour militia. It is definitely recommended that you
get some CA to every area as soon as possible. as
vour replacement rate will sutfer without them.

MIDDLE STATES: There is a possibility that the
British may land in this arca. although 1t has
negative features which shall be restated here. A
positive feature s that New York can be reached on
the first move by the British battle fleet. thus
immediately capturing a strategic port. As stated in
the previous article. this area sutters trom the fact
that vou can harass the British trom three sides. and
vour regulararmy is able to intervene in a relatively
short ume. For these reasons, 1 teel that more
attention should be paid to the possibility of naval
mnvasion in other arcas

SOUTH CENTRAL: this 1s an arca which has a
fairly high probability of being invaded. Your main
problem 1s that you have few troops mitially to
defend this arca with. Another 18 that vouw
Continental regulars cannot intervene effectively
until Mayv or June. One advantage s that the BC as
in all the previous situations, must have to contend
with defending agamnst attack from three sides
However, the relatively cramped arca ot the South
Central states makes detense easier for both sides. It
the British should be allowed a firm control of this
arca, 1t would effectively sphit the colomies in twao.

DEEP SOUTH: this is the arca I recommended for
the main Britsh eftort using the “incoming tde”
strategy. This area 1s extremely ditficult for the CA
ta get to betore August. It can also only be assaulted
from one direction unless vou can slip some troops
behind his lines from the mountains, Since thisis the
arca | reccommended. we will assume a British main
etfort here. The suggestions given here can be
apphied to the defense of other areas as well

OPERATIONAL STRATEGY

I'he main assumption of the “incoming tide™
strategy is that the American must either retreat
before greatly superior British forces or be destroy-
ed piccemeal. To an extent thisis true. In the Deep
South the American should mitially avoid combat
and hinder British conquest and consolidation of
the area tor as long as possible. One very good wav is
through the proper use of the Continental Navy
(Gets more useiul all the ume,doesn’t it?)Although
it cannot engage battle fleet units it sull constitutes
a naval UNIT. A naval umit «itting in an uncon-
trolled (not British occupied) port cannot be
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attacked by enemy naval units. nor can ANY enenmy
naval units move into the same hex. I o naval unit
cannot move into a hes. then it certamly cannot
fand any troops there, cither. So by the simple expe-
dient ot SMArtimng vour navy m i strategie port, (sav.
Charleston. tor instance) vou block the landings ot
any British torces i that port. forcing him to land
clsewhere and assault the port by land. This at least
huvs vou a hittle time. For that matter, why shouid
vour torces stay i Charleston and get creamed
when vou can pull back and put up a stronger
resistance at Hillsboro? 1t vou decide to pull back. 1
suggest that you destroy the fort. It will be of no
turther use to vou, and why gnve the BC i free tort?
Your fleet can cover your retreat from the fort.
feaving one factor temporarily behind in order to
destroy the tort, So unulb the CA forces arrne,
(vou will probably be able to get a factor or two
from the South Central arca) vou have 8§ RM. |
supphand Darullery umite The carliest that you can
geta CA o reinforce your position is in April altes
the mterphase. Now the big question is: How dovou
go about defending against a British wave advance
which utihizes greatly superior numbers? The key to
the American solution Tres 1 supply. No matter
what the BC does, he can never get any more than
two supply units at the begimning ot cach spring.
summer. and fall quarter. On the other hund. vou
get one supphv umt at the beginning of the spring
quarter for cach arca not controlled by the British
That should be four supply units in April immedi-
atelv. Inaddition, vou geta supply tor cach area in
which no strategic towns are controlied by the BC
You should count on being able to get at least one
supply from this source. two if the BC has really
concentrated his torces in his wave, The point Lam
trving o make s vou have an imitad suppls
advantage over the BC which vou can put to good
use. Opposing a British advance does not mean to
necessartly fight to the last man. The reat object here
is to make the BCexpend HIS supph inattempting
to clear voufromatown Once he passes the point of
no rewarn. (two attacks) vou then ook tor an
oppartuntty to break off combat as soonas possihle
Ihe BC must either toree vou out or leave a garrison
force toostrong tor you to counterattack sately. The
more supply the BCexpends in combat. the less that
he has avanlable tor building forts and supplyving his
important positions on the coast. Summed up. its
profitable for vou to torce the BC to use up his
supphy. but 1t 1is NOT profitable for vou to prolong
combat tor any longer than necessary to expend his
supphy unit. Your supply situation deteriorates the
tarther the BC advances. so 1t is to vour advantage
to torce combat cariv and often. (At reasonabhy
survivable odds. ot course. It does not pay 1o stand
and tightt the odds are gomg to be greater than 2-1.
the BC can then concenvably attack vou without
supply at 322 and save a supply umit, thus defeating
VOUr purpose.t

Fhis all goes back to basic battle tacties. The
withdrawal can bea game saver foreither side. but it
carnies potential disaster should vou misjudge the
mtentions of your opponent. As mentioned in Part
I, the defender who has supply is very much in
control of the situation. On the second attack. if the
BC commuts his supply, thus insuring its removal,
the AC can withhold supply and attempt to break
oft combat. This will feave the unsupplied Britush
torees facing a supphed American force. since the
AC only used his supply once and therctore was not
compelied to remove it Needless to say . thisisavery
risky tactic to emplov if you are not famihar with
vour opponent’s habits. Of course. since the British
supply rate s alwavs constant. itis to his advantage

to advance as rapidly as possible to cut vour supply
rate as quickly as possible. Remember though, the
BC will very rarely foree march as it always means
he mustleave behind his supply. thus forferting his
numerical advantage.

THE MIDDLE GAME

Fhis portion of the game corresponds roughly to
the pertod after the Brinsh buildup in 1776 and
extends to the perniod atter French intervention. The
BC will usually have succeeded in occupving the
Deep South by the winter of 1777 at the latest. The
man American concern during this stage of the
game must be to hold the British advance to the
relatively constricted area of the South Central
states. as this arca s very casy to defend. Actually
vou have two difterent courses of action during this
phase. You can continue to be a die hard, torcmg the
BC to either consume men and supplies to toree vou
out completely or deave a large garrison which
detracts from his wanve. Your second option is to
pull back before the advance 1o save men and
supphies. entrenching and forutving the Middle
States and  New  Fngland  area. concentrating
especially on tortifving those towns which the BC
MUST occupy to win. (These towns are: Boston.
Newport, New York, Philadelphia. Charleston. and
Savannah.) The BC will obvioushy have gotten
control of some of these towns, However, vou can
protect one of these cities with the Continental
Navy afivs stdbaround ) OR vou must fortify one of
these cities at the beginning of the game. The reason
that fortifications are of any use to the American is
that the BC cannotcontrola townm which there is o
tort unless he has at least 1 BR or IM factor
INSIDE the tort. Concenvably then, the Americans
can win by occupying a fort in one of the required
ctties tor a Brtish victory, and allow the BC 1o
occupy every other town on the board! Admittedhy .
that is a tad uareahstc. but it can happen with the
game’s present victory conditions.,

Personallyv. I tavor the die hard approach for
two reasons. For one thing. you do not do the
British any damage by pulling back. It anvthing.
vou are doing them a big favor by surrendering
towns without a fight. The second big reason is that
the more areas that vou can keep from talling
completely under Brinsh controll the more vou
mnerease the chances of French intervention. And
French intervention s what will turn the game
around for the American. if the game can be turned
around at all,

When yvou do get French intervention, 1 would
not send the French fleet dashing ofl to the West
Indies along with vour remnforcements. Fleet tor
tleet. the French Navy s superior to the Brinsh.
Discounting variable forees. the French Navy can
count on a superiority of at feast plus 2 in a combat
sttuation. An astute BC can then use his navy in the
same manner i which the Amencans used the
Continental navy by stationing a battle fleet or
transport umit i Charleston, Savannah. George-
town. and Wilmington. This blocks any attempt by
the Franco-Americans to land troops in the Deep
South. Any landing must then be made on a coastal
square at great cost i mobihity, Of course. use of
this tactic does necessartly concede free use of the
sea lanes to the French. Any attempt on the part of
the BC to regam naval superionts must wait until
the British navy s able to bring its variable torces
mto play. Of course, the same tacties used by the
British in the face of superior naval forces can be
apphed by the French as well in a similar sitwation
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Part III of The 1776 Thesis

bv John Lockwood

A word on vour worst enemy. winter reduction.
Using the vanable reduction chart, it would be
advisable to pull out temporaniy from  high
reduction areas immediately before the onset of the
winter with its accompanyving losses. and returning
after the reductions have occurred in order to cut
vour losses as much as posaible,

THE END GAME

Fhis phase covers the period trom French
mtervention to the end of the game. The American
should keep the French fleet massed with s
transport to munmimize British iterference. 11 the
American makes the mistake of dispersing the tieet,
the BC will simply mass his fleet and bushwack
anmything withimeasy reach. The Amenican would do
well to take a hint from Britsh strategy and keep a
force of Franco-Americans at sea, alwavs looking
tor an unguarded port behind British hines. 1f the BC
15 too thorough tor that sort of thing. and he
happens to have his fleet guarding the important
ports. the American can stifl ereate havoe by landing
on the coast ata point FAR removed from British
lines. (Such as Savannah.) The farther from the
main Britush forces that the landing is made. the
greater the eventual effect will be. Any force that s
sent to deal with the invaders must be at least equal
to 1t to have a chance of stopping it. Once a strategic
town in the area is taken. the invading foree can be
strengthened at the next nterphase due to the
improved remforcement status of the area. Another
positive effect is that the British must detract from
their wave. thus weakenmg the impetus of therr
main advance. The AC should not be satistied with
just invading once. He should probe with his fleet as
much as possible, mvading at wadelv separated
points behind the British lines. It he ignores vour
invasions and tries to continuc his advance, he will
soon find himself losing control of formerly secure
arcas. Unless he has vanable forces available. he
does not dare risk attempting a counterinvasion.
fearing the possibility of having his whole fleet
temporaridy put out of commission by a French
attack. (Using the fleet ina precemeal fashion onh
guarantees its piccemeal destruction.) It the Ameri-
can executes this tactce properly. the BC will soon
find himself 1 a position similar to that of a little
bov attempting to plug up all of the holes in an
increasingly leaky dike. The maim “wave advance™
will become stagnant as the BC pulls more troops
from the main bodv to deal with the amphibious
landings.

Lo sum up the overall Amercan strategy, the
American  should combine standing fast with
substantial forees i strategic towns with tactical
avordance of combat aimed at maximum expendi-
ture of Britishsupply. The American should destroy
anvthing of possible use to the Briush. which
includes forts, artillery units, and anvihing else
which seems likely to fall into the hands ot the BC
He should make maximum use of the French forces
when they arrive by striking as deep as possible
behind British hnes and continue to strike as often
as practicable, with the aum of creating the veny
situation the Wave advance attempts toavord: a war
with no discermible front line.

Fhat about wraps 1t up. folks. And just Keep in

mind those inspiring words of Mrs. Cornwallis to
her son, the general: “If you can’t be good. son. be

good AT i!™
&



