Borodino 1812  by E.R. Bickford
7 September 1812  0600 hours

The great Napoleon Bonaparte issued orders to I Corps, IV Corps, and V Corps. The French Armee began with the initiative. Eugene’s artillery commenced with fire on the Russian troops in Borodino. Both of the Leibguards Jaegers became disordered and part of the force was compelled to retreat, while the others withdrew completely. 

The Lecchi and Delzons artillery crossed the stream, as did the IV Corps Reserve and Calvary artillery units. General Huard’s brigade and one of the Lecchi brigades advanced into Borodino with little resistance. General Plauzonne advanced to the west side of the stream at Borodino. 

The Ornano and the Bavarian Cavalry brigades crossed the stream to the north and moved toward Sacharino. The Lecchi Infantry Brigade entered battle with the disordered Russian Jaegers to the south of Borodino. The rest of the Leibguard Jaegers withdrew from the field. 

Bruyers and St. Germaine Cavalry units advanced (slowly with the rest of the I Cavalry Corps) toward the Old Smolensk Road. Junot’s Westphalia Corps organized itself in and around Schevardino. Marshal Ney’s III Corps wandered around behind the woods to the south of the Kalatcha River. 

General Barclay’s 1st Army reacted to Napoleon’s opening moves. Colonel Vuich’s infantry advanced from the village’s improved positions (Gorki) toward the next line of improved positions to the west. 11th and 13th Jaegers marched through the swampland toward Sacharino. 3rd Bug Cavalry crossed the stream and moved into Maloe. 

General Dokhturov led the IV Corps to the north of the stream and across the improved positions. The 2/24 Brigade lunged forward to meet Eugene’s forces at Borodino. Kreuz’s III Cavalry Corps shifted from the rear of Gorki to the south across the stream. 

Lt. General Osterman-Tolstoy took the initiative to move the IV Corps into Gorki and the cultivated fields to the east. 

Davout’s I Corps began to march toward the Russian Army at Bagration’s Fleches. Artillery moved forward and some of the infantry moved into the wooded area south of Schevardino. To Davout’s right, Pontiatowski advanced the V Corps toward the Russian position to the south. 

General Dokhturov ordered his artillery to fire upon the French IV Corps in Borodino with little observable effects. Both artillery and the 2/7 Infnatry Brigade advanced to the east of Borodino, covering the 2/24th Brigades right. 11th and 13th Jaegers secured the village of Sacharino, which was under threat by Eugene’s flanking cavalry. 

The I Corps Cavalry continued to have difficulty getting organized and subsequently meandered toward the Russian III Corps on the southern flank. Ney’s III Corps entered the wooded terrain to the west of the Great Redoubt in preparation for the initial attack. 

Lt. General Tuchkov ordered the III Corps artillery to fire on the advancing V Corps. One of Krasinski’s brigades became disordered. Krasinski ordered the artillery to fire counter-battery, which had negligible effect. Artillery from Bagration’s Fleches issued fire and eventually left General Gratien’s brigade disordered. Artillery fire from the Great Redoubt left Compere’s brigade disordered. Aleksapol’s Jaeger regiments moved into the Utitza village on the Russian southern flank. 

Desaix’s artillery exchanged fire with the Russian artillery in the Bagration Fleches. Davout’s Reserve Artillery succeeded in disrupting the 2/27th Infnatry Brigade and the one of the VII Corps artillery batteries. Part of Davout’s I Corps took up defensive positions in the south woods to cover the flank of the advancing V Corps and Murat’s I Cavalry Corps.  

The Polish Corps unleashed its artillery against the Russian III Corps to no effect. The Sabastiani Cavalry took up The V Corps right flank. 

The Lecchi Artillery issued a barrage against the Russian 2/7 Brigade and Osterman-Tolstoy Artillery outside of Borodino and both became disordered. Eugene’s Reserve artillery also disordered the 2/24th Infantry to the east of Borodino. The Russian artillery battery was eliminated. Plauzonne’s brigade moved into Borodino. 

General Bagration was able to put the III Corps under orders. The artillery on the crest was able to force on of Krasinski’s brigades to withdraw and to leave the artillery disordered. Artillery from the Fleches fired without inflicting any harm of Davout’s Corps. The 2-1 Grenadiers and Aleksapol’s Jaegers advanced to attack the helpless artillery. Unfortunately, the force couldn’t muster the needed courage to attack. 

0715 hours

By 0715 the French had about 2,000 men unaccounted for. The Russian forces have lost about 800 men and 12 Artillery Guns.

Napoleon maintained initiative and opened with an artillery barrage. French artillery rained heavily across the front lines but left little if any damage. Poniatiowski’s artillery left the Russian grenadiers and Jaegers in complete disarray. The Infnatry was not able to get organized enough to shock the disordered Russians. Poniatiowski ordered another round of artillery fire, without results. This time the infantry committed to the attack. As a result of the Polish attack, both of the Russian infantry units withdrew. In the throes of victory, Krasinski’s artillery unit rallied.

Napoleon and Davout collaborated to put the I Corps under orders. Davout’s artillery had no effect against the Russian troops hunkered down in Bagration’s Fleches. Morand was able to rally one of his brigades.

General Bagration was able to put most of his commands under orders. Artillery fire from the III Corps was used to cause one of Krasinski’s brigades on the point to become disordered. Russian artillery in the Fleches exchanged volleys with Davout’s artillery, resulting in a battery of the Russian 2nd West Army’s reserve artillery becoming disordered. The Rest of the artillery barrage from the 2nd Army had no effect. The 1/1 Grenadiers and Aleksapol’s Jaegers advanced on the disordered infantry of V Corps. (Will they meet the same fate as 2-1 Grenadiers and Aleksapol’s other Jaegers unit?) Tuchkov and the III Corps ordered the Grenadiers and Jaegers to attack the Polish brigade on the front lines. The attack against the Polish infantry did not fair well and the two Russian units became disordered and subsequently retreated to Utitza. One of VIII Corps artillery units rallied in the Bagration’s Fleches.

Rezout ordered his artillery to fire on the Gogel Jaegers on the hill to the north of the Great Redoubt. The Russian units became disordered. Ney’s Corps continued to move through the woods toward the Great Redoubt.

General Barclay put most of his Corps under orders. The artillery fired on the troops in Borodino to no effect. General Dokhturov ordered fresh troops to replace the disordered men on the river across from Borodino. 

Davout’s I Corps continued under orders thanks to the presence of General Davout and Napoleon. The I Corps orchestrated a massive artillery barrage but it had no effect against the Russians, most of which were in the redoubt. Murat’s Cavalry were still unable to get organized and remained stuck behind the Polish V Corps.

General Bagration was able to get orders to the VIII Corps in the Great Redoubt. General Borozdin exchanged artillery volleys with Ney’s forces but neither had any effect. Artillery fire continued to fly from the Bagration’s Fleches against the I Corps, but again with no effect. Artillery on the crest to the south fired on Krasinski’s remaining infantry brigade and subsequently forced it to withdraw. The Russian III Corps artillery fired at General Davout’s infantry, which was defending in the woods to the right of the Russian position in the south and forced it to retreat in disorder. The Russian 1st Grenadiers and Aleksapol’s Jaegers rallied in Utitza in the south. Russian 2nd Army’s reserve artillery in the Fleches rallied as well. Murat’s Cavalry advanced ever so slowly while out of orders. 

General Barclay ordered his artillery to fire at the IV Corps infantry in Borodino, but it caused no disruption. Dokhtumov’s VI Corps’ morale was so low that none of his troops rallied. 

Prince Eugene’s IV Corps artillery began a massive barrage of the Russian troops to the east of Borodino. Dokhtumov’s 1/7 Brigade became disordered and was forced to retreat. Units from the Russian III Corps set fire to Utitza in the south and then retreated. 

Marshal Ney was able to put the III Corps under orders. The artillery began a heavy barrage against the troops in the Great Redoubt. The Russian 2-12 Infantry became disordered, while the artillery issued counter-battery fire, which disordered the French artillery. Compere’s brigade rallied in the woods to the west of the redoubt.

Eugene’s forces resumed their assault against the Russian 1st Army east of Borodino. Although employing all available artillery, it failed to inflict significant damage on the Russians. Napoleon moved to the right wing to assist Murat in getting the cavalry under orders.

 0830 hours
At this point, the French have taken about 4,000 casualties, while the Russian have approximately 4,500. 

As the winds of fortune blow, General Kutusov finally gained battlefield initiative. General Barclay began to stir but was only able to get the General Baggovut’s II Cavalry Corps under orders. The IV’s Corps inched forward from Gorki. Meanwhile the 7th and 24th Division rallied in the flats east of Borodino. 

General Poniatiowski ordered the artillery to barrage the Russian III Corps artillery on the knoll in the south. This had limited effect and the Russians counter-battery was useless. 

Next, Napoleon ordered a heavy artillery barrage against concentrated points. V Corps artillery had no effect. Davout’s artillery fired at the Russian units in the Fleches. Eventually the salvo disordered a Russian infantry brigade. Russian counter-battery fire had no effect. Marshal Ney’s Ledru des Essarts artillery succeeded in causing the Colonel Gogel’s Jaegers to become disordered.  Eugene’s artillery focused its fire on the 1/24th Infantry in the VI Corps, which left it disordered.

Marshal Ney took the initiative and gave his command orders. The III Corps artillery began the action. Ledru des Essarts artillery fired at the Russian troops and Colonel Gogel’s unit fled. The Marchand battery and the Reserve artillery barraged the 2/26th Brigade on the north side of the Great Redoubt. The Russian troops became disordered. 

General Bagration issued commands to General Tuchkov and General Borozdin of the 2nd Western Army. III Corps artillery immediately fired on Krasinski’s infantry troops and caused them to disorder. Artillery from the Great Redoubt caused the Marchand and Reserve artillery groups to become disordered. Fortunately additional fire had no effect.  Fire from Bagration’s Fleches caused LeC brigade to become disorganized.

Eugene’s IV Corps ordered artillery to fire at the 1/26th Brigade on the Russian VI Corps. The barrage forced the Russian unit to withdraw. Furthermore, the Broussier Artillery forced the 2/26th (which were on the north side of the Great redoubt) to retreat in disarray. Then Delzons and Broussier ordered infantry from Borodino to cross the Kalatcha to confront Dokhtumov’s VI Corps. Lecchi’s Italian Royal Guard moved across the river to approach the Great redoubt from the north. 

General Davout ordered his artillery to bombard Bagration’s Fleches. The initial attack caused the Russian 3/2 Grenadiers to withdraw and left the artillery disordered. Davout’s artillery also caused the 1/27th Infantry to become disordered. General Gerard and General Morand ordered infantry to attack the Fleches. Gerard’s infantry was forced to retreat, but Morand’s unit was successful. The 1/27 fled and the artillery was forced to retreat. Some of the artillery was captured. The I Corps has infiltrated the redoubt. Both the LeC and Dup brigades rallied after hearing the reports of a breach. 

Eugene continued with his attack. The artillery hit the Russian 1/7 Brigade hard and left them disordered. Counter-battery fire failed to suppress the Lecchi artillery. Eugene’s reserve artillery forced Gogel’s units to withdraw. And the 2/24 became disordered. Artillery continued to pound the Russian VI Corps and the 1/7 finally withdrew, leaving the Russian artillery unit disordered. Delzons ordered his division to attack the Russians 2/24th and the disordered artillery. Both the 2/24th and the VI Corps artillery were forced to flee. On the hill to the north of the Great Redoubt, a portion of Delzons division and the Italians attacked the 2/26th Brigade, which fled. The Great Redoubt was compromised. 

The Russian Reserve Corps advanced in the center under orders from General Kutusov. The Polish V Corps continued to strike Tuchkov’s III Corps with artillery fire. The “a” part of Aleksapol’s Regiment became disordered. Poniatiowski ordered a regiment to march forward and engage the Aleksapol’s disordered regiment. Aleksapol’s Jaegers were forced to withdraw. The Polish regiment advanced to the north of the village of Utitza, which continued to burn. 

Marshal Ney’s corps continued to stall in the face of Raievski Redoubt, but was able to rally some of his artillery batteries. 

Bagration ordered his artillery to return fire on the French southern flank. French counter-battery put two III Corps batteries in disorder. III Corps artillery managed to disorder the Polish regiment that threatened to the north of Utitza. The 2nd Western Army’s artillery fire resulted in negligible damage to the French. Tuchkov’s 3rd Division was ordered to attack the disordered Polish unit, but the commander could not get the troops organized.

At the Bagration Fleches, two of the 2nd Western Army’s cavalry units moved in to stem the breach by General Gratien’s Brigade. The Russian 2nd Grenadier division was ordered to attack from the flank in the redoubt. The flank attack left the French brigade disordered and they subsequently retreated from the redoubt. 

General Davout ordered his artillery to barrage the Bagration Fleches. The barrage and counter-battery fire resulted in limited damage, but the Russian 2/3 Grenadiers became disordered. General Morand ordered Dufour’s brigade to advance on the redoubt. 

Artillery of the IV Corps fired on Prince Eugene’s troops which had advanced along the Kalatcha River to the north of the Great Redoubt. As a result Huard’s brigade became disordered. II Cavalry also barraged the French IV Corps but had no effect. 

Dokhtumov’s VI Corps has collapsed. General Kutusov made his way to the Bagration Fleches. Napoleon has remained with Poniatiowski’s Corps. French casualties are approximately 4,200 while the Russians have lost over 17,000. 

0945 hours
The French began with a massed artillery barrage to weaken the Russian position. The V Corps artillery had absolutely no effect. Davout’s I Corps issued artillery fire into the Bagration Fleches. The 2/3 Grenadiers were forced to withdraw and the Russian Reserve artillery from the 2nd Western Army became disordered. Persistent barrage from Davout’s artillery completely disabled the Russian artillery in the redoubt. Additionally fire left the Russian Combined Grenadier Division disordered. Marshal Ney’s artillery exchanged fire with the Russians in the Raievski Redoubt with no effect. Eugene’s artillery forced part of the Russian 26th Division to withdraw. 

Marshal Murat ordered the I Cavalry Corps to advance to buttress the weakening Polish flank. The cavalry moved into the front line. General Bagration ordered III Corps artillery to barrage the Polish infantry to the north of Utitza and forced them to withdraw. III Corps artillery also fired on Murat’s cavalry, and Saint-Germaine’s 1st Heavy Cavalry became disordered. Furthermore, artillery volley’s were exchanged between artillery in the Raievski Redoubt and Ney’s III Corps, with no effect. The III Corps artillery on the crest near Utitza was able to rally.

Artillery from the Russian III Cavalry successfully targeted Huard’s brigade and forced him to withdraw. The Paskov Jaeger regiment was able to rally at Gorki. One of General Plauzonne’s infantry became disordered by Russian artillery fire. 

Davout’s I Corps artillery succeeded in disordering the Russian 2nd Combined Grenadiers Division and Shakhovsky’s Jaegers, which were holding ground to the north of the Bagration Fleches. After taking continuing barrage from Davout’s artillery, Shakhovsky’s Jaegers and the Combined Grenadiers withdrew. Gerard’s 3rd Division and Friant’s 2nd Division captured part of the Bagration Fleches. Infnatry from Morand’s Division were able to rally during the flush of success. 

Eugene’s artillery fire against the Russians on the east side of Borodino, leaving Vuich’s Infantry disordered. After receiving continual barrage, Vuich’s troops were withdrawn. Ornano’s and the Bavarian Cavalry from IV Corps moved back into command range along the banks of the Kalatcha River. 

The Polish V Corps artillery came through again and knocked out the Russian III Corps Artillery on the hill to the south of Utitza. The Polish 16th Division Infnatry moved up to attack the disabled artillery. Detachments b and e were overrun by Krasinski’s 16th Division. 

The V Corps artillery continued to barrage the Russian III Corps. The 1st Brigade became disordered and then withdrew under heavy barrage. The Polish 16th Division bravely charged the Russian artillery and successfully captured and destroyed a number of III Corps cannon. 

Marshal Ney’s III Corps artillery exchanged fire with the Russians in the Raievski Redoubt with marginal effect. The part of the Russian 12th Infnatry Division became disordered.

Russian VII Corps artillery issued fire from the Raievski Redoubt and caused the Italian Royal Guard to become disordered. Russian artillery fired at Davout’s Corps in the Bagration Fleches and forced Dufour’s brigade to withdraw. The Russian 1st Grenadier Division attempted to battle with the Polish 16th Division. While becoming disordered, the Polish troops held their ground. Meanwhile, Aleksapol’s Jaegers rallied.

Marshal Ney ordered his III Corps artillery to attack the Great Redoubt. In the artillery exchange, the Russian 12th Infantry became disordered. 

Davout’s I Corps artillery issued fire into the Russians behind the Bagration Fleches with little effect. Next Davout ordered the I Corps to attack the Russian III Corps Infantry holding ground in the woods to the north east of Utitza. In a turn of fate, the outnumbered Russians held out and caused the French infantry to become disordered and the majority of the troops were forced to retreat. Morand ordered Gratien’s brigade to attack the Russian 2nd Cuirassiers, which retreated before battle. 

The fire at Utitza finally burned itself out and there is nothing left of the village but rubble. Constantine’s Reserve Corps advanced toward the Bagration Fleches with the 1st and 3rd Leibguards in the lead.  .

Eugene’s IV Corps artillery fired a barrage on Vuich’s troops behind the improved position between Gorki and Borodino, leaving the infantry disordered. Part of Broussier’s 14th Division moved into position against the Great Redoubt, relieving the disordered Lecchi, which pulled out. Plauzonne’s infantry brigade rallied outside of Borodino. 

At this point there have been approximately 9,200 French casualties and nearly 18,000 Russian casualties. 

1100 hours
Bonaparte ordered a renewed artillery barrage. Davout’s I Corps managed to inflict some damage against the Russians to the south of the Fleches. Marshal Ney’s artillery had virtually no effect. Eugene ordered the IV artillery to fire on the Russian forces trapped between Borodino and Gorki. Vuich’s brigade was forced to withdraw. The 2nd Brigade of the 11th Division became disordered under fire from Eugene’s artillery. Additional concentrated fire caused the 2/11 to withdraw.  

Eugene continued with artillery fire and disordered the Russian 4th Light Cavalry, which was positioned along one of the Kalatcha’s tributaries. The Lecchi infantry was able to recover from disorder. 

General Barclay de Tolly ordered the IV Corps artillery to fire on Broussier’s 14th Division, but this had negligible effect. III Cavalry’s artillery managed to disrupt De Sivray’s infantry brigade. The Russian 23rd Infantry Division was ordered to attack Broussier’s 14th Division. As a result General Almeras brigade (14/IV) was forced to retreat back through the improved position toward Borodino. 

Marshal Ney ordered his III Corps artillery to fire upon the Russian VII Corps, which was defending the Great Redoubt. The barrage finally forced the 12th Division to withdraw. Ney can’t get his men organized to make a decent attack on the redoubt.

General Bagration ordered the artillery of the 2nd Western Army to barrage the French along the south wing. One of Gerard’s infantry units in the captured Fleches became disordered and artillery fire from the Great Redoubt put to of Ney’s batteries out of action. In the subsequent action, the Russian 12th Division destroyed two of Marshal Ney’s artillery units. The Russian III Corps under General Tuchkov attacked the Polish infantry brigade to the east of Utitza. The stalwart Polish troops stopped the Russians in their tracks. During the retreat, one of Karpov’s Cossacks was eliminated. 

General Bagration took the initiative again and ordered his artillery to pound away at the French. The only meaningful effect was that fire against General d’Henin’s Brigade, which became disordered, along with more III Corps artillery. The Russian 12th eliminated another one of III Corps artillery batteries. A number of Bagration’s units recovered from disordered status. Perhaps this was due to the news troubling Marshal Ney’s Corps.

Davout attempted to fire an artillery barrage against the Russians on the flanks of the Bagration Fleches but these had no effect. Some of Davout’s infantry rallied. 

The Polish V Corps artillery blasted the Russians in the Utitza Woods. The Moscow Militia troops fled and the 2/3 Infantry retreated in disorder. General Kniaziewicz ordered his artillery to the hill outside of Utitza. Poniatowski’s cavalry advanced toward the Russian Jaegers to the east of Utitza. 

General Poniatowski seized the initiative and ordered his artillery to fire on Aleksapol’s Jaegers in the southern tip of the Utitza Woods. The Russian Jaegers became disordered. Krasinski’s Division recovered from their earlier disruption.

General Barclay de Tolly ordered his artillery to fire upon Eugene’s weakened lead infantry troops, but the barrage had no effect. Osterman-Tolstoy’s 11th Division was ordered to attack the D’sivay’s beleaguered brigade. Things did not go smoothly for the Russians and the attackers became disordered and both brigades were forced to retreat.

Marshal Murat’s I Cavalry Corps advanced through the marshes to meet the Russian Don Cossack Cavalry, which was screening the Russian southern wing’s flank. Davout ordered his artillery to fire but this had no effect. The French I Corps solidified its position in the Bagration Fleches.

Eugene ordered his artillery to fire on the Russian 23rd in the first area of improved positions between Borodino and Gorki. The Russian troops were quickly overwhelmed and retreated. IV Corps artillery exchanged more fire with the Russians outside of Gorki to no avail. Marshal Ney’s III Corps let an opportunity to strike the Russian 2/12th in the rear. 

The French have about 9,400 casualties and the Russians have approximately 22,000 losses.

1215 hours 

Napoleon ordered an artillery barrage across the entire front. Poniatowski’s V Corps artillery forced the Russian Aleksapol Jaegers to withdraw. Russian counter-battery fire put two of Davout’s cannon batteries out of action. Davout’s reserve battery forced two of the Russian reserve infantry troops to hit the dirt. Desaix’s battery forced the 1/26th Brigade into disorder. Eugene’s reserve artillery caused the other part of the 1/26, in Raievski’s Redoubt to become disordered. 

General Junot gave the VIII Corps orders to pull up behind Marshal Ney’s III Corps, which was beginning to weaken. Eugene ordered his artillery to fire on the Russian IV Corps, which was defending in the improved positions near Gorki. As a result, the 1/11 Brigade was forced to withdraw and the Russian IV Corps artillery was pulled back. Almares’ and Plauzzone attacked the disordered Russians in the Great Redoubt. The 1/26 b infantry was forced to withdraw and the VII Corps artillery battery was destroyed. Plauzzone advanced with his men into the Raievski Redoubt. 

Poniatowski’s artillery batteries fired on two group of Moscow Militia, which were subsequently eliminated. Morand’s artillery fired on the 2/2 Cuirassiers and caused them cavalry to become disordered. The a detachment of the 1/26th Infnatry was forced to withdraw under heavy artillery barrage from Gerard. Desaix’s artillery left the Shakhovsky’s Jaegers and Reserve artillery in a state of disorder. 

Marshal Ney’s artillery fired at the Russians to the south of the Great Redoubt without effect. Ney’s forces under the command of Marchand and Razout attacked the a detachment of the Russian 2/12 Brigade, which was trapped between the III Corps and the Great Redoubt. The Russian unit was attacked from the rear and left with no safe retreat path, and therefore forced to withdraw. General Ledru ordered an infantry brigade to attack the lone artillery detachment in the Great Redoubt. The infantry bravely faced Russian artillery fire and forged ahead until they captured and destroyed the Russian cannon. The Great Redoubt has fallen!

Poniatowski’s artillery unleashed a deadly barrage against the Russian Combined Grenadier Division, which forced its withdrawal. Kniaziewicz’s artillery aimed at the Karpov’s Cossacks and eliminated them. 

Davout’s artillery hit the 1st and 3rd Leibguards of Constantine’s reserves, forcing them to withdraw. The b detachment of the 2-2 Cuirassier was also forced to withdraw after receiving heavy fire from Morand’s artillery. Gerard ordered his artillery to fire on the disordered Russian reserve artillery, which destroyed it. Morand ordered one of his infantry brigades to shock the Russian III Corps 2/3 Brigade in the woods to the south of the Bagration Fleches. The French infantry forced the Russians to withdraw. 

Bagration’s 2nd Western Army finally reacted and the generals managed to realign its defensive positions. General Tuchkov managed to rally some of the III Corps and General Raievski rallied part of the VII Corps. 

Broussier’s artillery forced two of Sievers’ IV light cavalry to withdraw. The cannon of Eugene’s reserve artillery, in Borodino, issued fire on the Russian 11th and 13th Jaegers. The two Russian units were hiding in improved positions, but still became disordered. Eugene next moved four infantry units in for combat with the Russian Jaegers. Fortunately for the Jaegers, the French IV Corps’ infantry lost their nerve. Marshal Murat’s Reserve Cavalry Corps closed ranks with the 2nd Western Army, which was conducting a slow withdrawal. 

General Barclay de Tolly began to organize the 1st Western Army. General Korff’s artillery hit one of Broussier’s infantry brigades on the east of the Raievski Redoubt, causing it to disorder. General Kreutz’s III Corps artillery followed up and caused the French brigade to withdraw. General Baggovut and the II Corps advanced toward Gorki to reinforce the IV Corps. Platov’s Cossacks moved across the plain to the west of Tatarinovo. Several of Osterman-Tolstoy’s IV Corps infantry and artillery units rallied. 

General Bagration could do little but complete the realignment of the 2nd Western Army’s defensive line, which has remained intact to the east of the Bagration Fleches that is now in Davout’s control.

Murat’s artillery from the I Cavalry Corps managed to scare away one of the Cossack cavalry groups. Murat was not able to get his heavy cavalry to follow through with an attack on the remaining Cossacks.

Junot’s VIII Corps and Ney’s III Corps marched into the open area between the two French held redoubts. 

General Barclay de Tolly attempted to counter the French advance on Gorki. Osterman-Tolstoy’s artillery successfully disordered one of Eugene’s IV Corps infantry brigades which was poised to attack the Russian units caught in between the improved positions. Artillery from Kreutz’s III Cavalry Corps caused one of Broussier’s infantry brigade to become disordered. Vuich’s Brigade rallied outside of Gorki.

The current casualty estimate is 9,400 for the French Armee’ and 25,000 Russian losses. The French Armee’ controls Borodino, Utitza, and both the Raievski Redoubt and Bagration Fleches. 

To Be Continued…

Borodino Replay part 2 E.R. Bickford

1330 hours
Bonaparte ordered another round of barrage from the French Armee’ cannon across the entire front. Poniatowski’s artillery forced a group of Karpov’s Cossacks to flee. Morand’s cannon hit the 2nd Grenadiers of the VIII Corps and forced them to withdraw. Counter-battery fire from the VIII Corps artillery had no effect. Friant’s artillery caused the 3/2 Grenadier Brigade to become disordered; the a detachment of the Russian 2nd Western army artillery issued effective counter-battery fire and silenced Friant’s cannon. The rest of Davout’s artillery had little effect. 

Eugene ordered his artillery to attack the Russian units caught between the two villages. The Lecchi artillery caused both the “a” and “b” parts of the Paskov Jaegers to become disordered. Broussier’s cannon followed up and concentrated more ammunition on Paskov’s men, which subsequently withdrew. Eugene’s reserve artillery had little effect.

General Barclay de Tolly was able to put the entire 1st Western Army under orders, no small feat. Artillery from the IV Corps fire without effect, but the cannon from Kreutz’s III Cavalry caused one of Broussier’s infantry brigades to withdraw. Vuich’s infantry moved forward from Gorki to the Leibguard Jaegers’ left flank along the New Smolensk road. 

Constantine ordered the Reserve artillery to move out of Tatarinovo. Some of the reserve moved across the stream to support General Bagration’s 2nd Western Army while the rest moved along the north side to cover the right flank. 

General Davout put the I Corps under orders and Morand’s cannon fire on the Russian VIII Corps. The 2/3 Grenadiers was forced to withdraw, while Russian counter-battery fire put the French cannon in disorder. Gerard’s artillery hit Shakhovsky’s Jaegers and forced them to withdraw, and the 2nd Leibguard became disordered.  General Morand ordered his infantry to attack the Moscow Militia unit in the Utitza Woods. The militia detachment fled. 

Davout redoubled his efforts and Friant’s artillery took out the 2nd Leibguard troops. The rest of the cannon fire had no effect. General Desaix ordered an infantry brigade to attack the Russian cannon and militia detachment in the Utitza Woods, while Morand sent an infantry brigade to attack the 1/3 Grenadier from General Tuchkov’s III Corps. The Moscow Militia detachment fled under fire and the artillery was destroyed by Desaix’s infantry troops. Tuchkov’s grenadiers became disordered and were forced to retreat from the woods.  After the skirmish a number of Davout’s artillery and infantry units rallied.

Marshal Murat ordered the I Cavalry Corps to advance through the marsh to the south side of the knoll, where the cavalry can outflank Bagration’s 2nd Western Army. Of necessity the artillery was left behind. 

Bagration’s artillery exchanged fire with Davout’s I Corps to no effect. The IV Cavalry Corps issued fire against Eugene’s troops in the Great Redoubt. This also had negligible effect. Raievski’s b detachment of the 12th Infnatry Brigade was able to rally.

Eugene’s force was put under orders by Napoleon, and the IV Corps artillery opened fire on the Russian Jaegers outside of Gorki. This barrage had virtually no effect. General Delzons infantry prepared to attack the Russian Leibguard Jaegers, which were defending in prepared positions, but the French failed to commit.

General Bagration attempted to put some of the 2nd Western Army under orders. Borozdin’s VIII Corps artillery managed to disorder one of Davout’s infantry Brigades in the Utitza Woods. Tuchkov and the III Corps were able to extricate the 1st Grenadiers Division from its precarious position in the marshland south of the Utitza Woods.  General Borozdin’s 27th Infantry attacked Desaix’s Brigade, which was defending in the woods. Desaix’s men withdrew.

General Barclay de Tolly was able to place most of his forces under orders. Artillery of the 1st Western Army fired but made little impression on Eugene’s troops. The 11th Jaeger Brigade was able to rally.

Eugene’s IV Corps fired its cannon at the Russian Jaegers outside of Gorki, which caused the men to disrupt. Further artillery fire caused Vuich’s Brigade to become disordered and to retreat. The IV Corps artillery was able to advance toward Gorki, but Eugene’s infantry failed to commit to the attack and missed a golden opportunity to remove the Russian Jaegers. One of the brigades in Broussier’s Division rallied.

General Junot ordered his cannon to fire on the 2nd Cuirassier Heavy cavalry unit to the south of the Great Redoubt. The Russian cavalry became disordered. Tharreau’s 23rd Division was charge with the shock attack on the Russian cavalry. The attack faltered and the 23rd Division became disordered and beat a hasty retreat.

Poniatowski’s V Corps ordered the artillery to fire on the beleaguered III Corps. The fire had a rather limited effect. Murat’s I Cavalry Corps continued its flanking maneuver and happened upon the rear of Russian 3rd Infantry Division.  

By 1445, Napoleon’s forces have taken an estimated 12,000 casualties and the Russians have lost about 38,000 men.

1445 hours
General Kutusov momentarily seized the initiative. Constantine’s reserve artillery advanced. 

Eugene’s artillery had no effect when firing on the Russians outside of Gorki. The IV Corps reserve artillery was dragged up into the Great Redoubt. The infantry units continued to fumble along and were unable to engage the Russian Jaegers. At least the b detachment from Broussier’s Division was able to rally in Borodino. 

Poniatowski’s Reserve artillery proceeded to strike the Russian 1st Grenadier Division. Under heavy fire, the Russian infantry buckled and became disordered. General Poniatowski refrained from giving his infantry the order to attack Tuchkov’s infantry.

General Murat’s I Corps cavalry continued its flanking maneuver and Saint-Germaine’s Heavy Cavalry was ordered to charge a disabled brigade from the Russian 3rd Division. The Russian unit was overcome and had to withdraw. 

General Barclay de Tolly put the majority of the 1st Western Army under orders. All of the 1st Army artillery that was in range of Eugene’s Corps fired, but failed to significantly injure the French. One of the independent units was pulled out of line to reorder itself, and the 11th and 13th Jaegers moved back into the front line, in the face of the French IV Corps.  

Davout was able to put the I Corps under command with he aid of Napoleon. His reserve artillery fired against the 2nd Brigade of the Russian 3rd Division and it subsequently withdrew. Friant’s artillery fired on the Russian cavalry and received counter-battery, which disordered the French cannon and Desaix’s infantry brigade. Desaix’s artillery had success against the 2nd Cuirassiers, and they were forced to withdraw. Davout ordered the infantry to attack remnants of the 27th Division and the 1st Grenadiers. One of Morand’s brigades failed to act on the orders, so the Russian grenadiers escaped for the moment. The I Corps was successful in its attack on the Russian 27th Division., which withdrew. The artillery was destroyed as well. The Russian left seems to have collapsed.

The French artillery combined to concentrate on the Russian lines. The Polish artillery blasted the Russian III Corps from the Utitza Woods. The 1st Grenadier Division withdrew. Gerard’s artillery disordered a Brigade from the Reserve Leibguard in the flats between the two redoubts. Eugene’s artillery in the Great Redoubt was successful in finding the Russian 4th Cavalry Division, which became disordered. Broussier’s cannons forced the 14th cavalry from the same division to withdraw. Eugene’s Lecchi artillery also caused the 13th Jaegers to become disordered. 

General Barclay de Tolly ordered the IV Corps artillery to fire on Eugene’s infantry. The b detachment from Huard’s brigade became disordered. Barclay’s artillery had no further effects. The Leibguard Jaegers rallied behind the front lines near Gorki.

General Davout ordered his artillery to fire on the Russian army to the east of the fleches. Russian counter-battery fire put another one of Morand’s Infantry brigades is a state of disorder. Desaix’s artillery battery managed to find the 2nd Leibguard brigade of the Russian reserve, which withdrew to regroup. The right wing of Davout’s I Corps began to march through the Utitza Woods. Desaix and Gerard’s divisions were ordered to attack on of Bagration’s artillery batteries stationed behind the fleches.  Only Desaix’s division was able to make the attack and withstood a point blank blast of the Russian cannon before destroying them. 

Marshal Ney ordered a brigade from Razout’s division to ascend the Great Redoubt and join one of Ledru’s brigades. Ney continued to be cautious with the III Corps. Junot’s VIII Corps ordered its cannon to fire at the Russian 4th Cavalry Division. The light cavalry became disordered but the cavalry’s cannon remained in good order. Tharreau’s 23rd Infantry rallied itself.  The Polish V Corps advanced through the woods along the Old Smolensk Road, but ran into congestion caused by Bruyeres’ 1st Light Cavalry. 

Murat’s I Cavalry Corps pushed on to the Russian rear through the Old Smolensk Road. The II Cavalry Corps was closely behind, although it was slowed by the vast marshlands east of Utitza. Mourie’s III Cavalry Corps brought up the rear while the IV Cavalry Corps covered the southern flank. 

Constantine’s Reserve artillery responded to the flanking move of Davout’s I Corps with heavy fire, but this failed to discourage the French commander and his troops. Gerard and Desaix held the infantry in good order throughout the Russian artillery bursts.

General Bagration ordered the 2nd Western Army’s reserve artillery to blast the I Corps units that were tucked away in the fleches. Some of Friant’s infantry became disordered and the cannon was destroyed. The Sievers’ artillery guns had no effect against Ney’s troops in the Great Redoubt. The 2nd Western Army redoubled its effort, but the artillery fire had little effect this time. 

Prince Eugene’s IV Corps guns unleashed a barrage on Sievers’ IV light cavalry, which disrupted a significant number of his horsemen. General Delzons infantry attacked the Russian 12/4 b detachment of cavalry from the Great Redoubt. The cavalry was forced to withdraw. 

General Junot’s VIII Corps artillery fired at the Russian 2nd Cuirassiers without effect. Then the VIII Corps infantry closed ranks with the Russian troops between the two redoubts. Marshal Ney was unable to place the III Corps under orders but a minimum advance was undertaken.

By 1600 hours, Tuchkov’s III Corps collapsed. The French had taken nearly 11,000 casualties thus far, and the Russians lost over 45,000 men. 

1600 hours
Napoleon began the hour with a massed artillery barrage across the entire front line. Compans’ cannons had a devastating effect on the 1st Cuirassiers Heavy Cavalry, which were forced to retreat. The rest of Davout’s I Corps artillery had no real effect. Likewise, Tharreau’s VIII Corps artillery guns were fired without significant damage. None of Eugene’s cannon made any impact either. 

General Davout ordered his cannon to fire on the beleaguered 1st Cuirassiers and forced them to withdraw. The Russian guns were destroyed. Compans’ Infantry Division attempted to attack the 1st Cuirassiers but was repulsed. General Morand’s Division attacked the Russian horsemen directly east of the Bagration Fleches. A band of Compans men also attacked from the rear. The Russian cavalry folded up and the artillery was forced to retreat. Finally General Desaix ordered his division to attack the Russian reserve cavalry nearby. Friant’s infantry hit them from the rear, and the melee forced the Russians back. The Bagration Fleches remained firmly in Davout’s hands. Marshal Ney’s forces remain inactive on the south side of the Great Redoubt. 

General Barclay de Tolly ordered the 1st Western Army’s artillery guns to barrage the IV Corps, which had breached the first defensive positions near Gorki. The IV Corps guns had limited effect, but General Baggovut’s cannon managed to disrupt part of Broussier’s Division. General Kreutz’s artillery finished off the French infantry unit and it withdrew. The 11th Division ordered its infantry to close ranks and attack Lecchi’s Italian Guard, defending on the New Smolensk Road between Gorki and Borodino. Baggovut’s infantry was unable to attack in time while the 11th Division struck them in the flank. The Italians were forced to retreat along the road across the western most improved position. Vuich’s Infantry detachment and the 13th Jaegers rallied near Gorki. As Eugene’s forces were pushed back.

The 2nd Western Army pulled back several hundred yards in order to prepare for the next wave of French attacks. Marshal Ney ordered Ledru’s artillery forward and it was rolled up along the right side of the redoubt. Murat’s Reserve Cavalry Corps formed up on the south flank of the attack, but became bogged down because they continued without orders. 

The VIII Corps artillery fired at the 3rd Brigade of the 2nd Cuirassiers, which resulted in their disorder. General Och’s 24th Division and Tharreau’s 23rd committed to follow through with an attack on the Russian cavalry. The a detachment of the 3/2 Cuirassiers withdrew. 

Constantine’s artillery fired on Davout’s I Corps and DesEssart’s Brigade became disordered. Further artillery fire aimed at the IV Corps disrupted Plauzzone’ brigade. The rest of the gunfire was largely ineffective. 

Murat was finally able to place the Reserve Cavalry under orders. The large force continued to advance on the rear of the Russian 2nd Western Army. Valence’s 5th Heavy Cavalry was ordered to charge the Russian Cossacks and Reserve artillery. The Russian artillery fired at the charging cavalrymen but this did not dissuade them. The Cossack’s were forced to withdraw and cannon were destroyed. General Poniatowski’s V Corps was put under orders and advanced along the Old Smolensk Road to take up the position between the I Corps and Murat’s Cavalry. 

General Bagration’s Army remained virtually paralyzed but succeeded in extracting some of Sievers disordered cavalry. The 1st Brigade of the 26th Infnatry Division rallied. General Barclay de Tolly was able to place the entire 1st Western Army under orders.  Osterman-Tolstoy’s cannon fired at Eugene’s IV Corps near Borodino and one of Broussier’s infantry brigades becalmed disordered. The Italian Guard was forced to withdraw. The rest of the time, Barclay spent relieving some of the congestion in the Gorki area, as a consequence of the intense fighting there. 

Eugene’s artillery issued gunfire at the Russian forces in the improved positions to the west of Gorki as well as at the Raievski’s VII Infantry Corps. Only the a detachment of the 2/26 became disordered. The French IV Corps found itself in a tenuous situation and Eugene attempted to salvage it by pulling out the disordered infantry and moving some of the guns to a safer position.  

General Poniatowski was able to put the V Corps under orders. Kniaziewicz’s artillery left the 1st Liebguard in disarray and destroyed some of the 2nd Army’s guns. The reserve artillery had no effect. The rest of the V Corps advanced slowly against the Kutusov’s broken southern flank. 

General Kutusov ordered a concentrated artillery barrage across the entire front. Part of General Friant’s division was hit and withdrew. One of Desaix’s brigades became disordered under heavy fire. Constantine’s artillery also managed to find the Italian Guard infantry and they began to waver, and finally fled to the rear to regroup. The Russian artillery delivered a devastating blow.

Eugene’s IV Corps responded with artillery fire at the Russian infantry in the western improved positions, leaving Vuich’s Brigade disordered. Eugene’s reserve artillery hit the VII Corps hard and part of the 2/26 fled. One of Broussier’s infantry brigades rallied in Borodino.

General Davout put the I Corps under orders and issued artillery fire against the Russian Reserve Infantry. One of the Combined Grenadiers became dislocated. Some of Compans and Desaix’s infantry pulled back in order to rally.

Junot’s VIII Corps remained without orders, but Tharreau’s artillery detachment managed to disrupt the Russian 13/4 Cavalry. Somehow, Junot was able to get his infantry to commit to attack the disordered cavalry. As a result, Sievers’ cavalry unit fled. 

Constantine’s artillery proceeded with another round of barrage against the I Corps. One of Morand’s infantry units became disrupted. The reserve artillery also struck Junot’s infantry and left part of Tharreau’s division disordered. In continuing fire, Tharreau’s infantry buckled and fled to the rear. That left Och’s 24th division on the front line disordered. Russian artillery pounded Marshal Ney’s III Corps and some of the infantry disrupted. 

The current estimates reveal approximately 11,000 French losses, and 50,100 Russian casualties.    

1715 hours
General Kutusov momentarily seized the initiative from Napoleon. Although the artillery has been most effective thus far, the Russian general decided to hold back until the French attempted to close ranks again. 

General Barclay de Tolly was the first to react. All of the 1st Western Army was placed under orders by a combination of command from Kutusov or Barclay de Tolly. The IV Corps artillery put one of Eugene’s front line infantry into confusion. Afterward, the 11th Jaegers replaced Vuich’s Infantry on the right flank. 

Eugene’s IV Corps opened fire with the artillery against the 11th Jaegers. Eventually the two Russian Infantry units were dislodged from their position. The battered brigade from Broussier’s Division pulled back in order to regroup, while De Sivray’s brigade pulled up. Nothing more was accomplished. 

General Davout placed the I Corps under orders, with a little assistance from the Emperor, and the artillery began to fire. The b detachment of the 1st Combined Grenadiers Division fled while the “a” detachment sought cover with the 1st Leibguards. Desaix’s cannon found the 2nd Cuirassiers in the open and forced them to retreat in disarray. More artillery was pushed forward, and a couple of the infantry brigades rallied. (Their spirits always lift at the sight of artillery.) 

The V Corps cannon exchanged fire with the Russians with limited damage to either side.  Constantine’s reserve artillery was unleashed against the French I Corps. One or Morand’s infantry brigades was forced to withdraw under heavy fire. Another of Morand’s units became disordered. Next Constantine’s cannon focused on Junot’s VIII Corps. Och’s Division was hit and forced to flee. The reserve artillery again proved itself a formidable foe.

Barclay de Tolly’s 1st Western Army became active again with cannon fire aimed at Eugene’s IV Corps infantry.  This time the Russian artillery had no effect. Napoleon responded by giving orders for all of the available French cannon to barrage the Russian army. The V Corps artillery fired without effect. Davout’s artillery caused the 2nd Cuirassiers to withdraw, but the rest of the fire from his cannon was ineffective. The III Corps and VIII Corps fired but inflicted no damage on the Russians. Eugene’s reserve artillery put some of the Russian VII Corps infantry into disorder. 

Murat and Napoleon placed the reserve cavalry under orders and they advanced around the Russian southern flank. Junot ordered Tharreau’s infantry division forward and the artillery followed close behind. This move left the VIII Corps holding the center to the east of the stream and the Great Redoubt. Marshal Ney ordered the III Corps artillery to the hill on the east side of the Great Redoubt in order to open up room for Junot’s VIII Corps to maneuvers. In the meantime, Razout’s brigade rallied in the safety of the Great Redoubt. 

General Bagration ordered the Sievers’ artillery to fire on the French VIII Corps but this failed to stall them. The cannon were subsequently pulled back to a safer position. Most of the 2nd Western Army rallied. (What was left of it)

Eugene ordered his artillery to blast away at the Russian forces west of Gorki. The Leibguard Jaegers fled, but the rest of the IV Corps cannon shots was futile. One of Broussier’s infantry brigades rallied along with a brigade under Delzons. 

General Davout’s I Corps ordered the artillery to barrage against the Russian forces on the south flank to the east of the fleches. The cannon were largely ineffective until Gerard’ hit Constantine’s reserve infantry. The some of the Leibguard division fled while the rest became disordered. General Davout did not press his luck and instead rallied a couple of his infantry brigades. 

Junot ordered Tharreau’s artillery to fire on the disordered Russian reserves. A lucky round found a key part of the target and the infantry fled. Von Hammerstein’s cavalry advanced around the wooded area to the rear of the rest of the VIII Corps.  

General Poniatowski placed the V Corps under orders. His artillery fired, but made no significant impact on the defending army. The Polish cavalry moved along the Old Smolensk Road through the woods to the right flank of Krasinski’s infantry.

General Murat gave orders to Saint-Germaine and Bruyeres to charge Platov’s Cossacks and Uvarov’s I Cavalry Corps. Saint-Germaine’s’ horsemen failed to commit, but Bruyeres’ cavalry were determined to strike the Cossacks. The Russian horsemen fled the battlefield. One of Valence’s cavalry brigades rallied.

General Kutusov ordered his entire army to fire their cannon. Both of Bruyeres’ brigades was forced to withdraw after meeting point blank fire from the reserve artillery. The IV Cavalry's artillery caused one of Tharreau’s infantry brigades to become disordered and then to withdraw. Baggovut’s II Corps artillery left one of Delzons infantry units demoralized. The French VIII Corps incurred significant damage during the last hour, and this artillery barrage may have dealt them a mortal blow. 

Constantine’s artillery renewed its barrage against the weakened French forces. He focused, primarily on the I Corps and the V Corps. One of Krasinski’s infantry brigades became disordered under the hail of shells and it subsequently withdrew. Tharreau’s division was hit again and took a number of casualties. Constantine’s artillery found one of Delzons’ infantry units on the backside of the Great Redoubt and forced them to flee. 

51,600 casualties

15,800 casualties

1830 hours
At 1830 Napoleon ordered all of the available artillery to blast the Russian lines. The Polish V Corps exchanged fire with Constantine’s Reserve with little effect. Davout’s artillery also has little effect, but eventually disrupted the 3/2 Cuirassiers which subsequently fled. Desaix’s cannon caused the Russian 26th Division to go into disorder. The VIII Corps artillery also took aim at the 26th Division and forced it to withdraw. Ney’s III Corps artillery attacked Raievski’s 12 Division and caused it to become disordered. Eugene’s reserve artillery finished it off. The Lecchi artillery caused the 1st Brigade of Osterman-Tolstoy’s 23rd Division to disrupt. Overall it seemed to be an effect barrage tactic.

General Barclay de Tolly was rattled by that last French barrage and failed to place any of his Corps Commands under orders. Fortunately, the Independent units and Baggovut’s II Corps have orders from General Kutusov. The IV Corps artillery erupted in a blaze of fire and caused De Sivray’s infantry brigade to panic. Continuing fire from Kreutz’s III Corps artillery caused them to flee. The 1/23rd Infantry pulled out of line and was replaced by the stalwart 11th Jaegers. Vuich rallied his Jaegers in relative safety as did the Paskov Jaegers. 

Eugene’s IV Corps got into the action as it had orders from Napoleon himself. The Lecchi artillery blasted the 1/23rd-infantry brigade, which was trying to rally behind the front lines.  Eugene’s reserve cannon found the Russian 3rd Brigade of the 11th Division, and the unit became disordered and was forced to retreat despite taking cover in improved positions. The “a” detachment of Plauzzone’s Brigade rallied after the dust settled.

What remained of Bagration’s 2nd Western Army attempted to act. The last artillery unit from the 2nd West belonged to Sievers IV Cavalry. Sievers ordered it to fire at Junot’s beleaguered VIII Corps and panicked the men from Tharreau’s infantry, which soon fled. The “a” detachment from Sievers IV Cavalry managed to rally. In desperation, 

Tharreau fired his artillery, but it had no effect. General Murat ordered his I Corps to charge the Russian Cossacks on the southern flank of the Russian army. One of the Saint-Germaine groups failed to commit, but some of the heavy cavalry followed through with the charge. Platov’s Cossacks fled the battlefield and the I Cavalry destroyed a dozen cannon.

General Barclay de Tolly gave orders to the I and II Cavalry Corps. The IV Corps artillery failed to inflict much damage on Eugene’s forces. The French fired counter-battery and succeeded in causing the Russian IV Corps artillery to run for cover. The 2/23rd brigade moved forward and took up a defensive posture in the improved positions. Osterman-Tolstoy'’ 3/11 Infantry brigade rallied behind the defensive line.

Constantine’s reserve artillery proceeded to open fire against Murat’s cavalry to the south side of the battlefield. One of the Saint-Germane units became demoralized and fled. Most of the artillery fire had no effect. Marshal Ney’s artillery returned fir on the Russians but inflicted no damage. 

General Kutusov ordered an intense artillery barrage across all areas of the battlefield.  Two units of Saint-Germaine’s cavalry became disrupted. Additional barrage sent Saint-Germaine’s horsemen from the field in panic. Part of Morand’s division was hit and became disordered. 

General Davout put the I Corps under orders with the aid of Napoleon, who was nearby surveying the battlefield. Most of the effort was geared toward moving up artillery and rallying the infantry. 

General Poniatowski put the V Corps under ordered. All of the cannon were fired but with little noticeable effect. The two Sabastiani cavalry units were pulled ahead to bolster the flank, which was secured by Murat’s reserve cavalry.  

Constantine ordered the reserve artillery to continue its fire. Valence’s heavy cavalry took a number of casualties. The French Armee’ survived another Russian artillery onslaught.

Krasinski’s artillery exchanged fire with the Russian reserves and one of General Morand’s infantry brigades suffered substantial damage. Poniatowski’s reserve artillery also let loose a number of volleys but without hurting the Russians.  Murat’s cavalry continued to move around Kutusov’s flank in the south. The I Corps is in the lead with the II Corps closely behind. The IV Corps is in reserve. 

Eugene’s IV Corps reserve artillery let loose its cannon fire on the 1/12th infantry brigade which was exposed in the open terrain east of the redoubt. The Russian troops became disordered and then retreated. The rest of the IV Corps artillery fire had no effect on Barclay’s troops. 

Bagration’s 2nd Western Army ordered artillery fire against Compans division but it was to no avail; Bagration managed to rally the 3/2 Cuirassiers. General Davout concluded the hour by ordering his artillery in the Fleches to attack the Russians. Most of the artillery fire had no effect bu it appears that Davout’s reserve caused the “b” detachment of the 1/26th Brigade to become disordered. 

The French have lost an estimated 16,800 men and 50-60 cannon.

The Russians have lost 55,400 troops and over 250 guns

1945 hours
Napoleon ordered another artillery barrage against the Russian Army. Murat’s I Corps artillery blasted Constantine’s 1st Combined Grenadiers Division, which fled the battle field. The V Corps artillery had no effect. Davout’s I Corps had limited effect until finally it forced Raievski’s 1/26 Infnatry from the battlefield. Junot’s VIII Corps artillery was completely ineffective. Marshal Ney’s III Corps artillery fired from the hill on the back of the great redoubt, but failed to inflict any damage on the Russians. Eugene’s cannon volleys were also futile.

Eugene’s IV Corps ordered the Lecchi artillery to fire on the Russian troops on the New Smolensk road, and the 2/23rd Brigade became disorganized. Broussier’s artillery focused on the same unit and forced them to withdraw. The reserve artillery blasted away at the 11th Jaegers, which were on the south side of the New Smolensk road, which caused them to become demoralized. General Delzons ordered Huard to advance with his brigade to meet the 11th Jaegers. The two French brigades were ordered to attack, but the men were so fatigued that they failed to engage. The Italian Guards rallied in Borodino, and a brigade from Broussier’s and Delzons Divisions rallied at a point to the west of Borodino.

The VIII Corps artillery sent a volley across the lines against the Russian VII Corps but failed to inflict much damage. Junot was able to restore the morale of part of Tharreau’s division. Murat’s Reserve Corps was unable to do much because it did not have any current orders and Murat decided to wait around.

Constantine’s artillery exchanged fire with the I Cavalry Corps. The Russian artillery reserves also issued fire against the I Corps and the IV Corps, but nothing seemed to affect the French troops. 

General Davout gave his artillery orders to barrage the Russian reserves. Only Desaix’s artillery hit the target and the “b” section of the 2/26th Infantry became disordered. After the artillery battery fire, General Morand’s Infantry division attempted to crash the flank of the 1st Leibguard of the Russian reserves. Additionally, Compans’ division closed ranks with the 2/26th Infantry. Morand’s units did not continue with the flank attack, but Compans men presses on against that 26th Division. The 2/26th Brigade was forced to withdraw from the battlefield.

The 2nd Western Army tried to react to the renewed attack. Sievers IV Corps artillery fired at pointblank range against Compans Division but failed to deter them. Raievski’s 12th Infantry attempted to attack Compans men in the rear, but the battered Russian troops failed to engage. 

General Poniatowski ordered the V Corps artillery to attack in support of Morand’s stalled infantry. Krasinski’s artillery found the 1st Leibguard and caused them to disorder. The rest of the Polish artillery inflicted very little damage. The V Corps redoubled its effort and Krasinski’s artillery blasted the Russian reserve troops from the battlefield, relieving Morand’s Infantry. 

General Barclay de Tolly was still on the battlefield, but one may have wondered if he had given up hope by now. The 11th Jaeger was pulled back in order to rally, and was replaced in the improved position by 3/11th Infnatry from IV Corps. IV Corps artillery finally rallied, but it was feared that it was too late.

Eugene ordered the IV Corps artillery to resume barrage. Consequently, the reserves situated on the backside of the redoubt found the 12th Division from Raievski’s Corps, and they were forced to withdraw. Broussier’s artillery hit the 11th Jaegers, which had just fled to safely (so they thought), and forced them to flee. The Lecchi artillery barraged the 3/11th Infnatry to the south of the New Moscow Road and the IV Corps infantry became disordered. Delzons division was ordered to attack the Russian 11th, which defended in improved positions on the south of the road. Neither of Delzons’ brigades could get by the Russian defensive fire, and the attack was called off. 

Murat still had no orders and his fatigue was beginning to manifest itself. The artillery did fore a few volleys and caused the 1st Liebguard brigade to become disordered. 

The Reserve artillery was ordered to fire. Constantine’s cannon caused a number of disruptions in both Murat and Davout’s forces. Then General Kutusov ordered a massive artillery barrage. This caused part of Morand’s division to flee. The Artillery reserve also hit Murat again and forced part of Valence’s force to withdraw. Compans division, near the Great redoubt was also knocked out. 

At the end of the day, the French Armee’ had taken over 24,000 losses and the Russian lost 67550. The French report 25 VP’s and the Russians 0 VP’s. Will Moscow burn?
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